
DAVID Y. IGE 
GOVERNOR OF HAWAII 

 

 

BRUCE S. ANDERSON, PHD 
DIRECTOR OF HEALTH 

 STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

P. O. Box 3378 
Honolulu, HI  96801-3378 

doh.testimony@doh.hawaii.gov 

 

 

 
 

 Testimony in SUPPORT of  S.B. 1244, SD2 
RELATING TO THE SALE OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS 
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 

Hearing Date: March 14, 2019 Room Number:  329 
 

Fiscal Implications:  None 1 

Department Testimony:  The Department of Health is in support of Senate Bill 1244, Senate 2 

Draft 2 (S.B. 1244, SD2) that clearly establishes the legal responsibility of the retailer who sells 3 

tobacco products and the liability incurred when illegal tobacco sales are made to anyone under 4 

twenty-one years of age. 5 

S.B. 1244, SD2 removes the ambiguity of simply referring to a “person” rather than 6 

specifying the retailer, permittee, or registrant who violates, or whose employee violates, the law 7 

by illegally selling to someone under twenty-one years of age or fails to display the legally 8 

required signage.  The fine remains at $500 for the first offense and any subsequent offenses 9 

shall subject the retailer or permittee to a fine not less than $500 nor more than $2,000.   10 

The focus of fines on the retailer/permittee/registrant provides a greater incentive to 11 

comply with tobacco sales laws by holding the licensees responsible for the actions of their 12 

employees, and employee training and education.  Precedent for this clarification to the proposed 13 

amendment to §712-1258, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) is in §712-1250.5(1), HRS, where the 14 

person, including any licensee is identified in committing the offense of promoting intoxicating 15 

liquor to a person under the age of twenty-one.  The Honolulu Liquor Commission (HLC) takes 16 

civil action against a licensee as defined in §281-1, HRS, as “all agents, servants, and employees 17 

of the holder of a license.”  The State Legislative Actions on Tobacco Issues (SLATI) database 18 

in the Institute of Medicine Report summarizes information on states that have passed laws 19 
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Page 2 of 2 

 
 
requiring that tobacco retailers and permittees are penalized for illegal tobacco sales.  Four states 1 

have penalties for the employee or person that violates the law, eleven states penalize the 2 

licensee, and seven states provide penalties for both the employee and the licensee.1 The 3 

proposed change also aligns with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration that addresses warning 4 

letters on inspection violations, corrective action, and possible regulatory action to the retailers, 5 

not employees.   6 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. 7 

Offered Amendments:  None 8 

                                                           
1 IOM (Institute of Medicine). 2015. Public health implications of raising the minimum age of legal access to tobacco products. 
Washington, DC: The National Academies Press 

 



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 12:33:21 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Keanu Esser Irie Hawaii Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 12:45:21 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mariner Revell Irie Hawaii Stores Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly oppose SB1244. The mistake or carelessness of an employee should not 
reflect on the emplpyer. Furthermore if an employee has malicous intentions of 
harming  employer, it would be verry easy to do so by breaking the law and selling 
tobacco to underaged persons. There is no way to really tell if an employee had 
malicious intentions or was carless in any case it is the fault of the person selling the 
product not the employer. 

This reason is common sense! Mahalo for your time.  

 



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 2:17:03 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jacob Robinson Irie Hawaii  Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



 

 
 

 
 

Date: March 13, 2019 
To:  Representative John M. Mizuno, Chair 
 Representative Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair  

Members of Health Committee 
Re: Support for SB1244 SD2, Relating to the Sale of Tobacco Products 
Hrg:  February 26, 2019 at 9:00am at Conference Room 016 
 

 
The Coalition for a Tobacco-Free Hawai‘i, a program of the Hawai‘i Public 
Health Institutei is in Support of SB1244 SD2  which clarifies that liability for 
illegally selling tobacco products to persons under 21 is borne by the retail 
entity rather than the employee. 
 
The Coalition supports SB1244 SD2, shifting the responsibility from an 
individual employee to the retailer or permitee who or whose employees to 
receive education and direction on our state law, and it will ensure retailers 
keep closer oversight of the sale activities in their stores. This change places 
majority of the responsibility on the entity with the power to ensure 
compliance with Hawaii’s Tobacco 21 law.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. We support SB1244 SD2 and 
respectfully ask you to pass this measure out of committee. 
 
 
Mahalo, 

 
Jessica Yamauchi, MA 
Executive Director 

 
iThe Coalition for a Tobacco-Free Hawai‘i (Coalition) is a program of the Hawai‘i Public 
Health Institute (HIPHI) that is dedicated to reducing tobacco use through education, 
policy, and advocacy.  With more than two decades of history in Hawai‘i, the Coalition has 
led several campaigns on enacting smoke-free environments, including being the first state 
in the nation to prohibit the sale of tobacco and electronic smoking devices to purchasers 
under 21 years of age. 
 
The Hawai‘i Public Health Institute is a hub for building healthy communities, providing 
issue-based advocacy, education, and technical assistance through partnerships with 
government, academia, foundations, business, and community-based organizations. 
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SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/13/2019 7:01:23 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michael Zehner 
Hawaii Smokers 

Alliance 
Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

We oppose any more taxes and regulations. The taxes and regulations on tobacco are 
already greatly in excess of most of the rest of the nation where more reasonable and 
consumer friendly practices exist. 

 









SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/13/2019 7:50:52 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

dillon rellez irie hawaii Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2019 8:01:21 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Nicholas Winters Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 8:33:56 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

April Pacheco Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 9:20:17 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Devin Wolery Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 11:34:12 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Hoku  Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 11:37:02 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jericho Tobin Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Stop this!  

 



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 6:45:50 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Chris Wells Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/11/2019 8:19:39 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Bill Patterson Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  





SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 12:28:54 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

ASHLEY MATTOS Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 12:53:52 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

VALENTINO 
MIRANDA-KEPA 

Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly OPPOSE Bill SB-1244 Hawaii need to have a possession law for under age 
smokers like they do for alcohol, with that in place maybe under age people would think 
twice before smoking/vaping. Stronger law's on the under age people is what we need. 
Not Flavor Bans or tax increase or stonger law's on retail stores. 

With Aloha, 

Valentino Miranda-Kepa 

 



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 12:58:08 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

ellen benton Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 11:40:05 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

naomi muronaka Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 2:07:01 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

traves lerma Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 1:22:11 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Brendan Porter Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 2:16:53 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

ariel zaminasli Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 2:17:44 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Teddy Kim Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 2:59:21 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Andy Takaaze Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I am opposed to any additional laws taxing, hindering or making it more difficult to 
obtain Electronic Cigarettes. ECigs are the best way for people to quit cigarettes, WHY 
ARE YOU TRYING TO STOP IT? The state of Hawaii already has the stiffest laws in 
the nation, they need to start enforcing the laws already in place. Enough with this 
waste of legislation, spend your time fighting real issues like our homeless problem and 
the opiate epidemic.  

Mahalo 

 



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 3:00:31 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

jason graham Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I feel as a business here in Hawaii they all follow rules and regulations.  But I feel the 
individual should be more punished rather then the business.  With that said additional 
rules where others have not been enforced by parents and law enforcement is not 
needed.  When the business is enforcing rules law enforcement and parents are not is 
already setting a presedence that those instead should be punished instead of 
businesses  

 



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 3:38:35 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Teikiheekua Taupu Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 4:48:37 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jake J. Watkins Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Costly Over-regulation. 

 



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 5:12:16 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mark Dietrich Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 5:40:32 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Eric Heaukulani Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 6:20:14 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Anthony Orozco Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 8:56:27 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

austin keliinoi-
westbrook 

Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, my name is Austin Keliinoi-Westbrook, I STRONGLY OPPOSE SB1244. I 
Oppose due to the fact that each occupant, shop and underaged user should both be 
fined evenly. According to the bill shops will be getting fined a lot more than any 
underaged individual, to my understanding. Fines should be made evenly as both 
would be wrong at fault, IF PROVEN guilty. I OPPOSE SB1244... 

 





SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/13/2019 12:03:56 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

DOC Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I smoked for 20 years and quit using sour worms flavored vape juice 

 



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/13/2019 12:12:21 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

LINA Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I smoked for 18 years and quit using sour worms flavored vape liquid 

 



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/13/2019 6:03:04 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

DANIEL DRAPESA Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha my name is Daniel Drapesa Sr, 

As an employee of a locally owned and operated Vape shop that sells ENDS and 
Eliquid I have a unique perspective on this issue. Most retailers such as my employer 
have extensive training for employees in regards to sale of age restricted products. The 
individual making the sale is responsible for age verification. That being said I don't 
think the blame should be solely on the shoulders of the business. The employee has 
had the training and if they neglect said training they should be held responsible. In 
short I oppose SB1244. 

Thank you for your time and consideration of my testimony.  

 



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/13/2019 7:50:34 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jonah K Manuel Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill it will make things more difficult qat my job. aloha 

  

 



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/13/2019 8:23:43 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Randi Derego Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/12/2019 2:16:18 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Garett Uyesugi Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I believe that the person breaking the law should be in trouble and not the business. Its 
like if a person gets a speeding ticket in a company vehicle. person pays the fine, not 
the business 

 



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/13/2019 11:01:24 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jason Park Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/13/2019 3:45:01 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Neil Ishida ABC Stores Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

ABC Stores still oppose SB 1244 SD2 Relating to the Sale of Tobacco Products. This 
measure would clarify that the liability for illegally selling tobacco products to person 
under 21 is borne by the retail entity or individual who holds a valid permit to sell 
tobacco products, as opposed to an employee. 

ABC Stores and the majority of the employers who sell tobacco and vape products have 
ongoing training for their employees that includes NOT selling these products to those 
under 21 years of age. ABC Stores also train employees to card people that look 40 
years old and younger, and require an government issued ID to verify a buyers age. To 
some extent, the employee need to also be responsible, not just to make a sale, but to 
card the customer to ensure that the customer is indeed 21 years of age or older. Our 
effort to prevent the sale of tobacco to minors is successful only when employees share 
in the responsibility of PREVENTING the sale of tobacco to minors. We urge you to hold 
this measure. Mahalo for this opportunity to testify. 
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SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/13/2019 5:04:01 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Monika Lopez Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

kobayashi2
Late



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/13/2019 3:58:08 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Chris Cooper Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

kobayashi2
Late



SB-1244-SD-2 
Submitted on: 3/13/2019 7:01:11 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 3/14/2019 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sean Higa Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

kobayashi2
Late
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